BAPTIST FAITH AND MESSAGE 2000

Article IX — The Kingdom

The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe and His
particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King. Particularly the
Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful, childlike
commitment to Jesus Christ. Christians ought to pray and to labor that the Kingdom
may come and God's will be done on earth. The full consummation of the Kingdom
awaits the return of Jesus Christ and the end of this age.

WHAT DO THE SCRIPTURES SAY ABOUT THE KINGDOM?

1) The Kingdom as General Sovereignty

The article defines in two ways. The first of these refers to “His general sovereignty over
the universe.” This is certainly true, as God is the creator and sustainer of all things. God has
always ruled and reigned sovereignly over his creation.

Genesis 1:1
[1] In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

Acts 17:22-31

[22] So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in
every way you are very religious. [23] For as I passed along and observed the objects of your
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.” What therefore you
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. [24] The God who made the world and
everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man,
[25] nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to
all mankind life and breath and everything. [26] And he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the
boundaries of their dwelling place, [27] that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, [28] for “In him we live
and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “For we are indeed
his offspring.’

[29] Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold
or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. [30] The times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, [31] because
he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”



2) The Kingdom as Particular Kingship

Usually when we read about God’s kingly rule in the Bible, it is not referring to his position
as sovereign creator, but rather about his royal rule over his particular people. The article
says, “The Kingdom of God includes both His general sovereignty over the universe
and His particular kingship over men who willfully acknowledge Him as King.
Particularly the Kingdom is the realm of salvation into which men enter by trustful,
childlike commitment to Jesus Christ.”

a. The Kingdom is Already Inaugurated

Jesus has come, and in doing so he has ushered in his kingdom. He has reconciled God to
man, and he has been given all authority on heaven and earth. He is King Jesus, ruling and
reigning over the hearts and minds of His people. Those who have repented of their sin and
turned to him in faith are serving him as Lord right here right now. Jesus came, and in doing
so invited sinners to join the kingdom of God.

Matthew 3:1-3
[1] In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, [2] “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” [3] For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah
when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his
paths straight.”

Matthew 4:23
[23] And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the
gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.

Matthew 12:22-30

[22] Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed
him, so that the man spoke and saw. [23] And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this
be the Son of David?” [24] But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul,
the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” [25] Knowing their thoughts, he said to
them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided
against itself will stand. [26] And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How
then will his kingdom stand? [27] And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your
sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. [28] But if it is by the Spirit of God
that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. [29] Or how can
someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong
man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. [30] Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters.

Mark 1:14-15

[14] Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, [15]
and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.”



Luke 4:42-44

[42] And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought
him and came to him, and would have kept him from leaving them, [43] but he said to them, “I
must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for [ was
sent for this purpose.” [44] And he was preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

Luke 8:1
[1] Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good
news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him.

Luke 9:1-2
[1] And he called the twelve together and gave them power and authority over all demons and
to cure diseases, [2] and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.

Luke 12:29-34

[29] And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. [30] For all
the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them.
[31] Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. [32] “Fear not, little
flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell your
possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old,
with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth
destroys. [34] For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Luke 17:20-21

[20] Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them,
“The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, [21] nor will they say,
‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”

Colossians 1:13-14
[13] He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of
his beloved Son, [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Hebrews 12:25-29

[25] See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they
refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns
from heaven. [26] At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once
more [ will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” [27] This phrase, “Yet once more,”
indicates the removal of things that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in order
that the things that cannot be shaken may remain. [28] Therefore let us be grateful for
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship,
with reverence and awe, [29] for our God is a consuming fire.

1 Peter 2:4-10

[4] As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and
precious, [5] you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [6] For it stands
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in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” [7] So the honor is for you who believe, but
for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”
[8] and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the
word, as they were destined to do.

[9] But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness
into his marvelous light. [10] Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

Revelation 1:4-7

[4] John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, [5] and from
Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood [6] and made us a
kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. [7] Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who
pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. Amen.

b. The Kingdom is Not Yet Consummated

Though we see that the Lord rules and reigns over the hearts and minds of His people in the
here and now, there is an eschatological aspect to the kingdom. Though the kingdom has
been inaugurated through the work of Christ, it has not been fully realized. We do not live in
the kingdom in its fullness like we will in the future. The Scriptures speak of a kingdom that
is to come.

Isaiah 9:6-7

[6] For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of
David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Jeremiah 23:5-6

[5] “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. [6] In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’

Matthew 13:24-52

[24] He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to a man who sowed good seed in his field, [25] but while his men were sleeping, his enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. [26] So when the plants came up and
bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. [27] And the servants of the master of the house
came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have
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weeds?’ [28] He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you
want us to go and gather them?’ [29] But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up
the wheat along with them. [30] Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time |
will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather
the wheat into my barn.””

[31] He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is like a
grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. [32] It is the smallest of all
seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

[33] He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a
woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”

[34] All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said nothing to
them without a parable. [35] This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my
mouth in parables; I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.”

[36] Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” [37] He answered, “The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of Man. [38] The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of
the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, [39] and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. [40] Just as the weeds are
gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. [41] The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-
breakers, [42] and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. [43] Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.

[44] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found
and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

[45] “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, [46]
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.

[47] “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. [48] When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and
sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. [49] So it will be at the end of the age.
The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous [50] and throw them into the
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

[51] “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” [52] And he said to
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master
of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

Matthew 25:31-46

[31] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit
on his glorious throne. [32] Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. [33] And he will
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. [34] Then the King will say to those on his
right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world. [35] For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you
gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, [36] [ was naked and you clothed me, |
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.” [37] Then the righteous will
answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
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drink? [38] And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?
[39] And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ [40] And the King will answer
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’

[41] “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. [42] For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was
thirsty and you gave me no drink, [43] I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” [44] Then they also will
answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not minister to you?’ [45] Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you,
as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” [46] And these will go
away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

Matthew 26:26-29

[26] Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the
disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” [27] And he took a cup, and when he had given
thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, [28] for this is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. [29] I tell you I will not
drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my
Father's kingdom.”

Mark 8:34-9:1
[34] And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. [35] For whoever would save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel's will save it. [36] For
what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? [37] For what can a man
give in return for his soul? [38] For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

[1] And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will
not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.”

Luke 23:39-43

[39] One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save
yourself and us!” [40] But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are
under the same sentence of condemnation? [41] And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the
due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” [42] And he said, “Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” [43] And he said to him, “Truly, I say to
you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

John 3:1-3

[1] Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. [2] This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God,
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” [3] Jesus answered him,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

John 18:33-37



[33] So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said to him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” [34] Jesus answered, “Do you say this of your own accord, or did others say it
to you about me?” [35] Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests
have delivered you over to me. What have you done?” [36] Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not
of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my servants would have been fighting,
that I might not be delivered over to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.”
[37] Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For
this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the
truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”

Acts 1:6-9

[6] So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” [7] He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.” [9] And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.

1 Corinthians 15:20-28

[20] But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep. [21] For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
[22] For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. [23] But each in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. [24] Then comes the
end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and
every authority and power. [25] For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under
his feet. [26] The last enemy to be destroyed is death. [27] For “God has put all things in
subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he
is excepted who put all things in subjection under him. [28] When all things are subjected to
him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under
him, that God may be all in all.

Hebrews 11:8-16

[8] By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he went to live
in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him
of the same promise. [10] For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,
whose designer and builder is God. [11] By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive,
even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. [12]
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars
of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.

[13] These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and
exiles on the earth. [14] For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. [15] If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would
have had opportunity to return. [16] But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared
for them a city.



Revelation 5:1-10
[1] Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within
and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud
voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” [3] And no one in heaven or on
earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, [4] and I began to weep
loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. [5] And one of the
elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”

[6] And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are
the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. [7] And he went and took the scroll from the
right hand of him who was seated on the throne. [8] And when he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and
golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sang a new song,
saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, [10]
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the
earth.”

Revelation 11:15-17

[15] Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,
“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he
shall reign forever and ever.” [16] And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before
God fell on their faces and worshiped God, [17] saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign.

Revelation 21:1-5
[1] Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And |
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their
God. [4] He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall
there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”

[5] And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

HOW SHOULD I RESPOND?

A) What difference does this make in my life? How should it look because of these truths?
B) What changes do I need to make because of these truths?
C) How can I share these truths with family, friends, or neighbors?

HOMEWORK
For next week, read Article 10 and all of the associated scriptures with this article.



